
 
 

 

BIOGRAPHY: 

 

J.C. is a New York Times best-selling author of books for children and young adults. Her books have appeared 

on national lists, including the American Booksellers Association New Voices, Barnes and Noble’s Best Young 

Reader Books, as well as Amazon’s Best Books of the Month. She has earned multiple awards and recognitions, 

including the New Mexico Book Award, the Zia Book Award, and most recently the 2021 New Mexico Land of 

Enchantment Readers’ Choice Award. 

She currently resides in the Land of Enchantment with her family, three spoiled dogs, and a lifetime collection 

of books. But she keeps part of her heart in Southern California, where she was born and raised. When she isn’t 

writing she is haunting bookstores and searching for magic in all corners of the world. 

Her work is represented by Holly Root at Root Literary. 

 

 

WEBSITE: 

www.jccervantes.com 

 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA: 

Twitter: @jencerv 

Instagram: @authorjcervantes 
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YOUNG ADULT BOOKS: 

 

 

 

FLIRTING WITH FATE 
Ava Granados will never forgive herself for being late to her beloved Nana’s deathbed. For generations, blessings have 

been passed to the women in her family upon death, but due to a freaky flash flood that left Ava in a fender bender with a 

mysterious boy, she arrived seconds too late to for Nana’s blessing—instead, all she gets is the wash of regret on her 

sisters’ faces. 

Until Nana pops up with a challenge from beyond the grave. As it turns out, Nana did give Ava a blessing, but it missed, 

landing with the boy from the night of the storm. If Ava can’t straighten out the mistake, Nana will linger as a ghost 

forever, which she’s not exactly excited about. To help her on her quest, Ava will have her two older sisters and Nana’s 

rather bumbling spiritual guide, Medardus, who is, of all things, the patron saint of teeth. 

For solitary Ava, being asked to befriend some random boy is the last thing she wants to do. She’s gotten along just fine 

being wary and protecting her heart; keeping people at a distance is a great way to ensure no one ever hurts you. But as 

Ava and the gang embark on their mission to retrieve Nana’s blessing, she starts to wonder if what she might gain by 

getting close to thunderstorm boy is worth the risk. 

Coming April 19, 2022 

 

 

  



YOUNG ADULT BOOKS (continued): 

 

 

 

FRACTURED PATH: THE MIRROR QUARTET 
A magical heirloom—a devastating curse—follow one family over several generations. 

1965—San Francisco, California 

The 1960s are bursting with music and movement and love in San Francisco, perfect for a budding artist like Blake. 

Unfortunately, she feels barred from the art world by both her gender and her multi-racial heritage, making it tough to 

land an internship that could put her on the map. That, plus the fact that Blake’s family has been notoriously riddled with 

bad luck, makes her feel like she can’t catch a break. Things only get worse when Blake starts to have ominous, confusing 

visions that grow stronger and more frequent, prompting Blake’s aunt and uncle to tell her about a long-lost family 

heirloom that could be the key to everything. Fueled by the ambiguous clues in her visions, Blake sets out on a journey 

through the city to retrieve her ancestors’ legendary mirror. But Blake is not the only one looking for it. Soon she must 

attempt to unleash her own dormant powers . . . or else risk all she holds dear. 

*Note: Cover Not Final and Subject To Change * 

Coming July 19, 2022 

 

  



MIDDLE GRADE BOOKS: 

 

 
 

THE LORDS OF NIGHT: A SHADOW BRUJA NOVEL 

Fourteen-year-old Renata Santiago is the most powerful godborn of them all, a bruja with the ability to 

manipulate shadows and a magical rope that controls time. 

Ren is also a girl with ordinary hopes and dreams. She’s always been convinced that there’s a connection 

between aliens and the Maya civilization, and she wishes her blog about extraterrestrial activity would garner 

more respect. 

When Ren receives an email about a possible alien sighting in Kansas, she thinks it could be her chance to 

prove her theory. It could also mean that the cinco—five renegade godborns—are up to no good. Soon Ren 

finds herself embroiled in a quest to prevent the troublemakers from awakening the nine Aztec Lords of Night 

and overthrowing the Maya gods. None of Ren’s usual friends are available to help, including her bestie Ah 

Puch, the god of death, so Ren has no choice but to team up with two strangers: Edison, a teen demon hybrid, 

and Montero, an eleven-year-old Aztec hunter. Will this oddball trio have what it takes to succeed? This isn’t 

just another challenge. It could well be an impossible one that leaves Ren questioning her very existence. 

Coming October 4, 2022  

  



MIDDLE GRADE BOOKS (continued): 

 

 
 

THE STORM RUNNER 
A contemporary adventure based on Maya mythology from Rick Riordan Presents! 

Zane Obispo spends every day exploring the sleeping volcano in his backyard. “The Beast,” as he calls it, is the one place 

where he can escape other kids, who make fun of him because he has a limp and walks with a cane. But his life is about to 

be turned upside down. 

Feisty heroes, tricky gods, murderous demons, and spirited giants are just some of the pleasures that await in this fresh 

and funny take on Maya mythology, as rich and delicious as a mug of authentic hot chocolate. 

Teachers Guide for The Storm Runner Trilogy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://books.disney.com/content/uploads/2018/09/TheStormRunnerSeriesupdate-disguide-2791-final.pdf


MIDDLE GRADE BOOKS (continued): 

 

 

 

THE FIRE KEEPER 
Zane Obispo’s new life on a beautiful secluded tropical island, complete with his family and closest friends, should be 

perfect. But he can’t control his newfound fire skills yet (inherited from his father, the Maya god Hurakan); there’s a 

painful rift between him and his dog ever since she became a hell hound; and he doesn’t know what to do with his feelings 

for Brooks. One day he discovers that by writing the book about his misadventures with the Maya gods, he unintentionally 

put other godborn children at risk. Unless Zane can find the godborns before the gods do, they will be killed. To make 

matters worse, Zane learns that Hurakan is scheduled to be executed. Zane knows he must rescue him, no matter the cost. 

Can he accomplish both tasks without the gods detecting him, or will he end up a permanent resident of the underworld? 

In this cleverly plotted sequel to The Storm Runner, the gang is back together again with spirited new characters, sneaky 

gods, Aztec royalty, unlikely alliances, and secrets darker than Zane could ever have imagined. Secrets that will change 

him forever.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.jennifercervantes.com/books/the-storm-runner/


MIDDLE GRADE BOOKS (continued): 

 

 
 

THE SHADOW CROSSER 
THE SHADOW CROSSER is a tale of mystery, magic, and mayhem featuring gods from both Maya and Aztec 

mythology. 

Zane Obispo has been looking forward to his training at the Shaman Institute for Higher Order 

Magic, and not only because it means he’ll be reunited with his best friend, Brooks. Anything would be better than how 

he has spent the last three months: searching for the remaining godborns with a nasty demon who can sniff them out 

(literally). But when Zane tracks down the last kid on his list, he’s in for a surprise: the “one” is actually a pair of twins, 

and they’re trying to prevent a mysterious object from falling into the wrong hands. 

After a shocking betrayal, Zane finds himself at SHIHOM sooner than expected. Even more 

shocking is the news that the Maya gods have gone missing. The bat god, Camazotz, and Ixkik’ (aka Blood Moon) have 

taken them out of commission . . . and the godborns are their next target. The only thing the villains need now? The object 

that the twins possess. 

Zane knows the godborns aren’t strong enough yet to stand up to Zotz, Ixkik’, and their army. There might be a way to 

save the gods, but it involves locating a magical calendar that can see across time and space . . . not to mention traveling 
more than thirty years into the past. 

In The Shadow Crosser, Zane and his friends embark on their most treacherous mission yet–a 

mission that, with one blunder, could change history as we know it, and worse, destroy the universe.  

 

  



MIDDLE GRADE BOOKS (continued): 

 

 
 

TORTILLA SUN 
When twelve-year-old Izzy spends the summer in her Nana’s remote New Mexico village, she discovers long-buried 

secrets that come alive in an enchanted landscape of majestic mountains, whispering winds, and tortilla suns. Infused with 

the flavor of the southwest and sprinkled with just a pinch of magic, readers are sure to find this heartfelt story as rich and 

satisfying as Nana’s homemade enchiladas. 

 

  



ANTHOLOGIES: 

 

 
 

THE CURSED CARNIVAL AND OTHER CALAMATIES 

Best-selling author Rick Riordan presents ten new stories–including one of his own–about beloved heroes that 

sprang from the imaginations of some of the best middle grade authors working today. 

“I hope you enjoy your trip through the multiverse mansion as much as I did. The real danger is that once you 

start exploring all the wonders herein, you may want to stay forever.”–Rick Riordan 

A cave monster . . . an abandoned demon . . . a ghost who wants to erase history . . . a killer commandant . . . 

These are just some of the challenges confronting the young heroes in this highly entertaining anthology. 

There’s something for everyone in this collection of fast-paced and funny adventure stories that show what it 

takes to be a hero in any time, setting, and universe. 

 

  



ANTHOLOGIES (continued): 

 

 
 

RECLAIM THE STARS: 17 TALES ACROSS REALMS AND SPACE 

From stories that take you to the stars, to stories that span into other times and realms, to stories set in the 

magical now, Reclaim the Stars takes the Latin American diaspora to places fantastical and out of this world. 

Follow princesses warring in space, haunting ghost stories in Argentina, mermaids off the coast of the 

Caribbean, swamps that whisper secrets, and many more realms explored and unexplored; this stunning 

collection of seventeen short stories breaks borders and realms to prove that stories are truly universal. 

Reclaim the Stars features both bestselling and acclaimed authors as well as two new voices in the genres: Vita 

Ayala, David Bowles, J.C. Cervantes, Zoraida Córdova, Sara Faring, Romina Garber, Isabel Ibañez, Anna-

Marie McLemore, Yamile Saied Méndez, Nina Moreno, Circe Moskowitz, Maya Motayne, Linda Raquel 

Nieves Pérez, Daniel José Older, Claribel A. Ortega, Mark Oshiro and Lilliam Rivera. 

 

 

 

  



CONTACTS: 

 

For inquiries regarding: 
Advance review copies 
Press and events 
Interviews 
Conferences 
 
Please Contact: 
Kristin Dwyer at 
kdwyer@leoprny.com 
 
For The Storm Runner Triology and The Lords of Night: 
Sarah Simpson-Weiss 
jennifercervantesassistant@gmail.com 

For Flirting With Fate: 
Vanessa DeJésus at 
vdejesus@penguinrandomhouse.com 

For blurb requests: 
Please contact Holly Root at holly@rootliterary.com 
 
For author visits: 
Please contact Christie Hinrichs at christie@authorsunbound.com  
View J.C.’s speaker profile here. 
 
Want to send mail? 
Disney-Hyperion 
c/o J.C. Cervantes 
125 West End Ave 
New York, NY 10023 
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